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“ Fear not ; for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.” 
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fscommunication of Dr. Jous Brooxs from the 
Presbyterian Church (so called,) in Newfane, 
Vi. for the heresy of believing and preaching 
Universal Salvation. 
totter from the Committee of Newfane Church to 
Doctor Brooks, communicating his excommu- 
nication therefrom. 
Newfane, May 23, 1821. 
The Church of Christ, in Newfane, to Doctor John 
Brooks. 
Sin,—Whereas you, having made a public pro- 
sion of religion in this place, and having so- 
iemnly covenanted before God, and with this 
church, to walk with them in all the ordinances, 
doctrines, and duties of the Gospel, and to submit 
vourself to the wateh and discipline of this 
ich :—And you have further covenanted with 
ys, and we with you, to watch over each other 
in the Lord: to give and receive admonitions as 
ecasion shall require, and as is expressly com- 
snded in the word of God: 


And as you have departed from the faith and 
ractice of this church, and thereby violated your 
venant-engagements, it has been deemed an 
imperious duty to use those measures with you, 
which Christ has directed to be used with an of- 


tendiag brother. Accordingly, John Kinney ha- 
ving laboured with you by himself; and then 
taving taken another brother with him ; and, as 
they could obtain no Christian satisfaction, nor 
persuade you to return to your duty, brother Kin- 
ey thought it his duty to make known his com- 
jlaint to the church, agreeably to the direction of 
wut Lord and Master, in the xviii chap. of Mat- 
ew: for the above purpose of hearing and at- 
ending to the complaint of brother Kinney, a 
urch meeting was_called ; you were informed 
the same, and neglected to attend. We, having 
net according to appointment, the complaint was 
‘sid before us, which complaint was in substance 
ue following: For embracing, and propagating 
teresy. We, having evidence that the complaint 
vas justly founded, and that the previous steps, 
ccording to the direction of the Gospel, had been 
‘ken, we considered it our duty to hear, and at- 
tend tothe same. After conferring on the sub- 
ject, and the rules of Christian duty, as taught in 
‘ae Scriptures, we were unanimously of an opin- 
ion that the heresy was of that nature, that unless 
you gave evidence of penitency and reformation, 
we could not, consistently with our duty to you, 
carselves, and the great Head of the Church, pass 
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} bour with you. 


NO. 42, 


over it without expressing censure agreeably to 
the laws of Christ's Kingdom. 

Feeling a tenderness for you, and an unwilling- 
ne&’s to cut you off from our communion, we 
were disposed to use further forbearance, and la- 
We accordingly appointed bro- 
ther Kinney to write to you on the subject, in 
hopes that you would consider of the case, and 
consequences, so as to appear and give Christian 
satisfaction, and return to your duty. We then 
adjourned for a little more than two weeks. We 
then met, according to adjournment, for the pur- 
pose of again attending to your case. You being 
present, and the letters being read, written by 
you, and also the one written by the request of 
the church to you; and after hearing your con- 
versation while present with the church, and ba- 
ving your pamphlet, Letters to the public in gen- 
eral, and to Deacon John Holbrook, of Brattle- 
borough, in particular, we were led to believe 
that your heresy was of that kind, which, if pro- 
pagated and embraced, must be awfully destruc- 
tive ; not only to the morals of mankind, but to 
their precious and immortal souls.. Lamentable 
to relate, you gave no marks of penitency or re- 
formation, but presumptuously declared that it 
was your constant prayer that God would not al- 
ter your views, or cause you to see different: and 
if he should not, all our efforts to do you good . 
would be in vain: our fondest hopes of reclaim- 
ing you, and of bringing you back to the path of 
duty, must all be blasted. After conferring fur- 
ther upon your case, it was unanimously voted by 
the church, that they could not commune with a 
man of your sentiments, nor fellowship you as a 
Christian brother. The church also unanimously 
voted that you be excommunicated from them. 
(It is presumed that not one half of the male mem- 
bers of the church were present.) We do now, 
in the name, and by the authority of the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, the great Head of the Church, declare 
the connexion between you and this church to be 
dissolved ; and we do hereby certify that we 
withdraw our fellowship and watch over you. 
Dear Sir, we beseech you not to make light of 
what we have done, nor treat it in a trifling way. 
If we have acted according to the laws of Christ's 
Kingdom, (Don’t you know whether you have or 
not ?) he will approve of what we have done. It 
is our desire and prayer, that God would accom- 
pany this with a blessing, that it might be for the 
honour of God, and the good of the church : and 
that it might be a means of leading you to con- 
sider of your ways, and afford evidence of repent- 





ance, and return to yoar duty, so that at the great 
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and solemn day of judgment, you may not be dis- 
owned of Christ, and bid depart with his open en- 
emies, with whom we are now bound to consider 
you, and as such conduct towards you, (in the 
Lord.) Done by order, and in behalf of the 
ehurch. 
(Signed,) JOHN KELLY, 
JONATHAN HALL, Jr. 


Committee for the Church of Christ in Newfane. 


The above is a true copy, verbalim et literalim, 
of the original, except the words enclosed by pa- 
rentheses. It never was written by either of the 
signers, but is probably the masterly production of 
a certain rare genius, who, I am told, gives out 
that he can confute me in argument, in two min- 
utes. As this mighty champion will probably 
soon be ordained and settled in business, in, over, 
and among the church of Newfane, he may, if we 
should both live, and continue as bright as we 
now are, have an opportunity, not barely of twe 
minutes, but even of two and a half or three min- 
utes to confute me. But I think the gentleman 
must already have experienced enough, on this 
score, to restrain his pretensions somewhere with- 
in the bounds of modesty. Why does he not 
set forth how he confuted me when he tried to 
prove his doctrine of endless misery by the 
strength of the Greek aion 2? Will he be so good 
as to tell somebody, how he got away, when he 
had stated to me that aionion,* as applied to the 
punishment of the wicked, meant endless ; and 
he was asked what it meant in Matthew xiii. 
where Christ says, “ As therefore the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire, so shall it be in 
the end of this aionos ? Or, if the gentleman has 
forgotten, will he now be so good as to show, 
how, if the word aion and its derivatives mean 
endless duration, the wicked can be punished 
eternally, and yet not be cast into the furnace of 
Gre till the end of aionos, which, he says, is eter- 
nity ; and which is, in fact, the strongest word 
used in Scripture to express the duration of pun- 
ishment? I am not sure but he will be under the 
necessity of devoting nearly one half of his two 
minutes in clearing up this single difficulty. But 
let this be as it may, I must ask the indulgence 
of this reverend gentleman, some fifteen or twen- 
ty minutes, to remark on his letter, which comes 
to me in the name of John Kinney and Jonathan 
Hall, Jun. as a committee from the church at 
Newfane, to declare my excommunication, and 
to make a learned exposition of the causes which 
led to this measure. The drift of this letter goes 
to justify the church for excommunicating me 
for heresy, merely, without charging me with im- 
moral conduct. 





~* Here appears to be a mistake. fionion is not 
used in the thirteenth chapter of Matthew ; but 
the genitive (aionos) of its root aion, is used four 
wo ; For vr ie oa of these terms, see the 
rst volume of this w Christian Reposit 
page 143 7 ( pository,) 
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If the letter means to plead the immora| tend. 
ency of my sentiments, it should be remembered 
that this plea will go against the Bible itsely. ex 
clusively; unless it has been, or can he, shown 
that those sentiments are not in accordance with 
the Bible. This has not been shown to me ; and 
indeed it has seareely been attempied by the 
church at Newfane, in their proceedings ty py 
communicate me. Notwithstanding this, the}, 
ter represents the church as waiting, with yy, 
friendly solicitude, to see me become Penitey " 
reform, and return to my duty. Now herein. } 
appears to me, is a marvellous thing. While the 
church sets forth no reason, which they have ; 
suppose me insineere in my belief, they presum, 
to call a recantation of such belief a return to dy 
ty, penitency, and reformation! To turn traitor; 
my understanding and conscience, and to ¢h, 
cause which I believe to be that of my Lord aya 
Saviour, is penitency and reformation, yea, and 
return to duty, in the eye of the Newfane ehurc) 
What enormous wickedness is contained in t\j- 
idea! What though the church at Newfane mo, 
be ever so well persuaded that I am in an error 
what is that to me? Unless I can be convinced jp 
my own mind, should I not be a perfidious wrete| 
indeed to renounce my opinion ? Yet this church 
affect to consider such abandonment of priucip): 
penitency, reformation, and a return to duty, « 
cording to their committee's letter. My God 
preserve me from such abominable perfidy and 
baseness! Never was a greater insult offered to 
virtue and common sense ! 

But because I was not found ready, for the 
sake of their fellowship and watch, (a jealous and 
pepish watch over my opinions) to renounce my 
firm and sincere belief in God's universal and uo- 
changeable love and mercy, and consequently 
the universal salvation and happiness of his crea 
tures, without the least justifiable reason wha! 
ever, why then, to be sure, the church approve 
itself for cutting me off from her communion. The 
excommunication itself is certainly no matter »! 
regret ; but to see things come to this pass, thata 
sect of professors shall set up that they are the 
only true church, and infallible in their religious 
views, and consider it a sin to depart from their 
creed, is a species of supercilious tyranny, which, 
I could have hoped, might not disgrace the pre- 
sent enlightened age. Indeed the author of the 
letter seems not to be utterly insensible of ths, 
and therefore, evidently labours to exhibit some- 
thing improper in my conduct before the eburci, 
while under examination, seeing there could be 
no charge but what, in a moral point of viev, 
was palpably frivolous. I had, says he, the pre 
sumption to declare, that it was my constant pray- 
er that God would not alter my views, or cause 
me to see different. Now I might easily show 
that this accusation is entirely founded in erro’, 
(not to say perverseness and falsehood ;) but] «a 
willing to have it just as the writer states, 1 
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ling to have it that I pray, unconditionally, 
+ my views may never be altered, or that I 
might be caused to see different, in regard to the 
esient of salvation. I profess to believe in uni- 
versal salvation and happiness, as the result of 
9 Now what harm is 


wil 


‘ 
tha 


christ’s mediatorial process. 
‘pere in praying that my views might never be al- 
ored.or that [ might never see different? If I 
. wid never view any thing but universal happi- 
ness, nor see any thing different from this, to end- 
less eternity, what hurt will it do? But, says the 
writer, if I should not alter in my views, in this 
respect, all their efforts to do me good, will be in 
vain. How am I to understand this? If I see that 
ol! mankind will finally become holy and happy, 
then all the pious efforts of the Newfane church, 
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rendered unto them double for all their sins. If 
they are “ bid to depart with the open enemies of 
Christ,” let them settle it in their minds what 
shall be their portion to be treated as such. 
JOHN BROOKS. 
Dummerston, Vt. June 9, 1821. 
a 
THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN 
ILLUSTRATED AND DEFENDED. 

“ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and 
For thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pLeasure they are and were 
created.” Rev. iv. 11. 
The origin and destination of man, is of all sub- 


honour, and power : 


| jects the most momentous. If the welfare of man 


in a future and endless mode of existence, is 


their committee, or their committee’s commit- | measured by the importance which he attaches 
wee. the Rev. Mr. B., to do me good, will be utter- lto the things which regard his condition in the 
ly vain; but if my views can be altered, so that | fleeting and transitory voyage of mortal life, 
| can see that a considerable part of mankind | Where shall we find language to express the in- 
will be eternally damned and miserable, then they | terest which all men should feel in whatever re- 


can dome good. This I certainly do not under- 


e and 


| 


lates to their future, and endless well-being, when 


If this church or committee can do good | time with them shall be no more, and the realities 


{o their enemies, or those that hate aud persecute | of eternity shall burst apon their astonished vi- 
them, (if such there are) as Christ has command- sion. The disposition to put off, until to-morrow, 
ed all his followers to do, I cannot see why they | the important inquiry, and to accept the husks of 
nay not do me good, let me believe and preach, | modern theology, in preference to the substantial 


oreven practise what I will. But, on the contra- 
ry, if by the word good, is meant any thingin fa- 
cour of their creed of eternal woe and misery, I 
am certain they can do neither me nor any body 
else any good, let our views be what they may. 
To conclude this epistle, which, for distinction 
sake, I will call Bates's Lamentation, I am be- 
sought net to make light ef what the church at 
Newfane has done, &c. 


so far attend to it, asto get the proceedings pub- 
lished as soon as Tecan. That their proceedings 
may be a means @f leading me to consider my 
ways, as the writer hopes, shall be one object in 
having those proceedings committed to press ; 
nor shall, or ought it to be a less weighty ob- 
ject to consider the ways of such pretended 
Christian churches, in excommunicating members 
for their honest opinions, and to hand these 
things down to posterity, that the termination’ of 
papal tyranny and oppression may be duly mark- 
ed by the convulsive struggles of dissolution, as 
well as the signs of her bloody and infatuated ori- 


igin and progress. The forty and two months of 


Antichrist's reign are probably terminated ; and, as 
“they have no rest day nor night, whe worship 
the beast and his image,” it is not to be wonder- 
ed at that their groans become more and more 
lamentable, as they see their magnificent fabric 
crumbling into dust. Let the worshippers of this 
beast and his image duly consider, whether “ the 
great and solemn day of judgment,” of which this 
letter forewarns their devoted friend, is not al- 
ready at hand, when they shail be rewarded even 
asthey have sewarded others, and it shall be 


In regard to this expres- | 


ion of solicitude, I ean assure the writer, | will | sons, thus solicitous and inquiring, adhere to their 


truths of God, forms the greatest incongruity in 
the character and conduct of blind, deceived, 


man. How unaccountable isthe fact, that thou- 


| sands are continually asking, ‘‘ Who will show us 


any good?” And incessantly expressing their un- 
certainty and inquietude, relative to their future 
state—together with their reiterated expressions 
of concern, and desire to acquire the truth, and 
arrive at peace of mind,—and these very per- 


opinions and principles, notwithstanding their 
continual acknowledgment of their insufficiency, 
with an obstinate pertinacity worthy of him, who 
should possess the whole truth of God. We can 
only say, these things are so. 

Of the origin of man, the Scriptures are expli- 
eit. See Gen. ii. 7, “ And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living soul.” The reader will please to observe, 
that man, (who is of the earth, earthy,) was first 
“formed of the dust of the ground.” Here was 
the earthly man. Second, that God, after the 
earthly man was formed of the dust of the ground, 
“ breathed into him the breath of life, (according 
to the Hebrew the breath of lires,) and then, man 
(he was man before,) became (in consequence of 
the breath of God, imparted to him,) a living 
soul.”” We are not to understand that God breath- 
ed into man the afmospheric air, to give motion to 
the lungs, heart, &c. &c. for this, only, would 
have made hima living body; and we have no 
right to suppose from the text, that he was not @ 
living body before the breath of God made him a 





living soul! But we are to understand that the 
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breath of God is the Spirit of God. We read, Gen. 
i.25, “ And God made the beast of the earth,” 
&c. Man, the earthly man, “hath no pre-emi- 
nence above a beast ; all go unto one place ; all 
are of the dust, and all turn to dust again,” 
Eccl. iii. 

The reader, however, will please to recollect, 
that the breath (Spirit) of God, which, when man 
received he became a living soul, does not return 
to the dust, for it was not taken from the dust at 
first, but it came from God. It will mot go to a 
creature called a Devil, for it did not come from 
him, and he has nothing to do with it after it 
leaves the body, which is dust. Modern theolo- 
gists say much about the Devil's having the soul 
But, reader, you will please to remember, that the 
Scriptures nowhere teach this doctrine! The 
Scripture teaches, that “the dust returns to the 
earth as it was; and the spirit to God who gave 
it,” Eccl. xii. Therefore, the earthly man re- 
ceived from the dust, all that constitutes the ani- 
mal. The spiritual man, or soul, came from God, 
and returns to God. The earthly man is com- 
posed altogether of the elements, organized by an 
Almighty Maker. The grosser particles are from 
the literal earth, or dirt. 

The atmospheric air, which gives motion to the 
lungs, &c. communicates, by God's ordination, 
the peculiar properties which constiate animal 
existence ; just as much as the air communicates 
to vegetables, the properties of vegetable life and 
consistence. For we believe it can be proved, 
that the peculiar action of the atmospheric air on 
the fluids, which come in contact with the germ 
of vegetables, produces the body of the vegetable. 
Therefore, when a man dies, the elements receive 
the earthly man, just as muchas the elements re- 
ceive the vegetable, when it is decomposed by 
putrefaction ; or the horse, or dog. Conse- 
quently, it was not a wild conjecture, that the 
arm which has wielded the sword, swayed the 
sceptre, and controlled the destinies of nations, 
has, at an after period, furnished the stopper for a 
beer barrel. , 

There can be nothing more humiliating to the 
sons and daughters of pride, whose preteusigns 
are bounded by their present possessions, than 
the reflection of what they are, and what they 
must shortly be / They, at present, set no value on 
that, which alone is valuable ; namely, their im- 
mortal spirits in another and better world. Their 
whole attention is engrossed by the things of 
time and sense, which are transitory, and will 
soon furnish a repast to the moth and worm. 
The transition from pampered pride to the loath- 
some putrid carcase, disgusting to every beholder, 
is quick and certain. 

The Scriptures prove that man is of the earth. 
«* Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” 
Speculations of what man would have been, had 
he remained in his primeval state of innocence, 
are vain and unprofitable. One thing, however, 
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is certain, that man, if be had continued t the 
present moment, pure as he came from the plastic 
hand of his Creator, would be liable to aij that 
bas happened to him. For man, even ig ¢). 


state, woubd be mortal, and of the dust! God. 
our Heavenly Father, would, by his power, have 
continued man in this innocence, provided may 
would have enjoyed a greater good than wil! +». 
sult from his fall, and redemption by the Lord J, 
We think none, of any sect, will ques 


sus Christ 
tion this 

It is presumed that no rational person will Jc 
ny that God had a design in the creation of may 
Reader, we do not ask you what your minister 
or your neighbour, says that design was. But ye 
ask you, to produce from Scripture one won, 
which declares that God's purpose in the crea 
tion of man was evil toward the creature? |, j. 
readily acknowledged, that you can produce 
many words from the Institutes of Calvin, an) 
from the System (absurdly so called,) of Hopkin: 
to say nothing of others, whose productions haye 
distraeted the world, and filled the minds of the 
unwary with doubt, fear, and terrible apprehey. 
sions. The Scriptures alone, are our text book, 
and we shall admit no other authority ! 

The passage which stands as a motto to our pr 
sent inquiry, is our testimony to prove the good 
ness of Godto all. But, it will readily be admit. 
ted that, if it can be proved God's pleasure cop- 
sists in the misery and suffering of his creatures, 
then, our faith and doctrine is false, and the fu. 
ture destiny of the human race is involved in 
dreadful uncertainty, beyond the power of lan- 
guage to describe. We think there is a beautiful 
consistency in the Scriptures; that they harmo- 
nize with God’s works ; and that the whole is in 
perfect agreement with reason. The prophet says, 
“ Praise ye the Lord. O give thanks unto the 
Lord ; for he is good, for bis mercy endureth for 
ever.” Our motto says, “Thou art worthy, 0 
Lord, to receive glory, and honour, and power; 
for thou hast created all things, and for thy plea- 
sere they are and were created.” We are called 
upon to praise the Lord, and give thanks unto 
him. The reason assigned for this is, because he 
is good! And the evidence of his goodness is, thet 
his mercy endureth for ever! Surely a Being of 
this description is “ worthy to receive glory, and 
honour, and power ;” and it is evident, that the 
pleasure of a good Being, whose mercy endure! 
for ever, must consist in the welfare and happi- 
ness of his creatures. 

Reader, we appeal to you. In what do you 
suppose the pleasure of the Devil consists? Re- 
member, the Devil is supposed to be the wor! 
being in the universe. Does it consist in misery? 
In making others wretched ? If so, what const 
tutes the pleasure of God, the best Being in the 
universe ? Can you conceive of a being more de- 
testable than him, who takes pleasure in the 





ery and sufferings of others? No, you cannol. 
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take heed, therefore, lest you blaspheme the Ho- 
iy Spirit, by attributing the disposition of Devils 
wo the God of love ! 

it is well said, that “God has not left himself 
yithout a witness.” [n this particular we are 
armed at all points. We are assured, first, nega- 
ively, what his pleasure is not ; and affirmatively, 
what his pleasare is. “ I have no pleasure in the 
ath of him that dieth, saith the Lord!” Ezek. 
«ili, 32. The death of the sinner, then, is an 
pvent in which God hath no pleasure. Reader, 
God is not indifferent toward the work of bis 
bands. Look at this: “ Having made known un- 
to usthe mystery of his will, according to his 
ovod pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, 
at in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in Heaven, and which are in earth 
in him,” Eph. i.9, 10. Reader, God has created 
sii thinge, and “for his pleasure they are and 
were created.” What is God's pleasure? Do you 
think Paul told the truth, when he declared that 
God's good pleasure which (emphatically) he hath 
ourposed in himself, is to gather together in one all 
in Christ? Do you believe he will doit? Is he 
ble to effect his purpose 2 Reader, he has said, 


My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my 
oleasure 2” Reader, we have proved, from the posi- 
tive unequivocal declarations of God's inspired 
ervants, that God has no pleasure in the sinner’s 
death. That be has pleasure in the sinner’s hap- 
piness, and that he created all for his pleasure ! 


Reader, what do you think of this? It may differ 
‘rom your preconceived opinions, and from the 
loctrine of your minister and neighbours, but, does 
it differ from the truths of God ? 
(To be continued.) 
—.2e.ea—— 
For tne Gosret Heratv. 

Mr. Eprror,—There is, at least, a seeming 
contradiction in the Bible, which you acknow- 
ledge you believe to be the Word of God. Now, 
sccording to your belief, if the Bible is actually 
‘be Word of God, it is necessary that one part 
‘tould exactly correspond with the other. 

In the first place, I think it essential to Deity 
hat he should be infinite ; which I think it is de- 
aying to say, as in Gen. vi. 6. “ And it repented 
‘he Lord that he had made man on the earth, and 
‘grieved him at his heart.” Here, it appears, 
according to the text,) that God could not fore- 
ve the evil of man, and was grieved with his 
own works, 

in the third chapter of Jonah I read, the Lord 
commanded Jonah to preach to Nineveh, that 
yet forty days and Nineveh shall be overthrown ; 
and again, he repented of the evil that he had 
said he would do unto them, and did it not. Can 
it be, that God passed a pecrer, and afterwards 
changed his mind, like an earthly monarch ? 
Surely not. In the 4th chapter of Genesis, 16th 
verse, read, “And Cain went out from the pre- 

stnee of the Lord,” &c, as though his sight was 
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limited. And in ver. 17, “And Cain knew his 
wife.” Quere. Who was Cain's wife ? 

In Ist John iv. 8,1 read, “God is love.” Pex 
vii. 11, “ God judgeth the righteous, and is angry 
with the wicked every day. Deut. ix. 20, “ And 
the Lord was very angry with Aaron to have de- 
stroyed him.” 1 Kings xi. 9, “ And the Lord wae 
angry with Solomon, because his heart was turn 
ed from the Lord God of Israel,” &c. J do no! 
see why the above texts do not make God a 
changeable Being, and an iusufficient God. Now, 
Sir, if these are absolutely contradictions, what 
dependence can you place on that book? If they 
are wrong translations, is it not time to have 
them, and many others, rectified. By explaining 
the above, you will oblige A. L. 

REMARKS. 

It is so customary to say the Bible is the word 
of God, that we very much question whether this 
phrase is taken into proper cunsideration, and 
the import of the words so much as thought of. 
The Word of God, strictly speaking, is the only 
begotten of God. The word of man is the be- 
gotten of the mind of man, and is expressed by 
his body, &c. We do not suppose the Deity, who 
is a Spirit, to be conformed to the laws of gross 
matter, like corporeal man, in this, his earthly 
mode of existence. These remarks can only ina 
qualified sense, be said to be the word of a man. 
For they (that is, this paper and ink,) are pic 
tures, which, by common consent, are received, 
although paper and ink, for the ideas and opin 
ions of him who thus communicates them. There 
fore, these pictures (letters made with ink,) area 
revelation to the reader, of the mind and will of 
the writer. In this sense, the book called the Bi 
ble, if admitted to be written by Divine inspira: 
tion, is an expression or revelation of the Divine 
will and mind, in the same manner, that these re- 
marks would be a revelation of the mind and 
will of the Editor of this paper, if he had commu- 
nicated them to the understanding of another, 
and that other had written them, &c. It was ne 
cessary that God should first communicate his wil! 
to some of his creatures, supernaturally informing 
their understandings, and they, thus enlightened, 
communicated, by natural means, a revelation of 
the will of God to men, who were not susceptible 
of any other manner of receiving it. Therefore, 
the book called the Bible, may be said to contain 
a revelation of the word and will of God, thus 
communicated to man, and brought down toa 
level with his gross conceptions, in this earthly 
mode of existence. 

It may be a question, and we think a reasona- 
ble one, whether man, in this imperfect state and 
mode of existence, in which he is confined to a 
medium of communication corresponding with 
the laws of gross matter, is, or can be, while in 
this imperfect state, (in which he is necessarily 
subject to so great obstacles,) capable of discern- 
ing those spiritual things relating to agother state 
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of being, and to understand the things of God, 
any farther than they are now communicated. 

It is perfectly rational to suppose, that many 
things which may now appear to us incongruous, 
are not so; and that the incongruity exists only in 
our imperfect vision. For the truth of this, we 
appeal to the experience of every man. How 
many things which once appeared to you myste- 
rious, or impossibilities, are now plain and cer- 
tain; and are rendered plain, &c. not by altering 
them, but by a change in you, by which your mind 
increased in knowledge, and now understand that 
of which before you were ignorant! Had you 
lived before the invention of gunpowder, and 
been shown a small quantity of nitre and sulphur, 
and told, that by placing it under a large building, 
the informer would cause the building in a mo- 
ment to disappear, and nothing remain but a 
shapeless mass of rubbish, your incredulity would 
equal any thing which the greatest absurdity in 
creatjon could now produce. You now under- 
stand this art, and the mystery has disappeared 
In the sciences, many particulars might be stated, 
and propositions adduced, similar to the above in 
effect, which would prove, that the whole imper- 
fection rests with us, and not where our ignorance 
has placed it. The man who should suppose it 
to be midnight, because he entered a room at mid- 
day which did not admit the rays of the sun,—or 
the man who should suppose it was noonday, be- 
cause he at midnight entered a room lighted by a 
candle, would not do greater violence to his un- 


derstanding, nor be farther from the truth; than 
ausands now are in their judgment and opin- 


ons. 
Our correspondent, A. L. is of opinion, that the 
ible, if actually the word of God, will exactly 
correspond, one part with another. Again, That 
certain passages which he has quoted, according 
to his view, make God a changeable and insuffi- 
cient being, &c. That an apparent incongruity 
may exist in the mind of a man, on reading the 
passages quoted, we are willing to admit; but 
that there is a real incongruity existing in the rev- 
elation which God has made of himself to man, 
we shall not admit fora moment. A. L. quotes 
Psa. vii. 11. “God judgeth the righteous, and is 
angry with the wicked every day.” Wf our corres- 
pondent had produced a passage which proved 
that God sometimes was not angry with the wick- 
ed, then the Bible would appear contradictory. 
But, if God is angry with the wicked every day, 
then, the disposition of his mind toward evil, or 
wickedness, is always the same. Again, Deut. ix. 
20. “ And the Lord was very angry with Aaron 
to have destroyed him,” 1 Kings xi. 9. The same, 
relative to Solomon. Now, if A. L. can prove 
that Aaron and Solomon continued the seme, and 
God changed, then, he will prove the Bible to be 
inconsistent. If Aaron altered, and abstained 
from the conduct which God did not approve, 
Ged would remain the same, and Aaron no lon- 
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ger be under his anger ; for the plain reason. 
Aaron no longer committed the evil that 
had forbidden. But if Aaron continued tho. 
course of conduct, and the Deity was angry with 
the same conduct at one time, and pleased = 
it at another, then he would be a changeable 
God! ; 

A. L.'s quotation from Gen. vi. 6, « Ang lin 
pented the Lord that he had made man oy ; 
earth, and it grieved him at his heart,”’ js pen 
obscure without the connexion. Read the mi 
ceding and following verses. “ And God Saw the 
the wickedness of man was great in the earth, 
and that every imagination of the thoughts oj bis 
heart was only evil continually. And it repented 
the Lord that he had made man on the earth, 
and it grieved him at his heart. And the Lord 
said, I will destroy man, whom I have cre,joj 
from the face of the earth, both man and bea: 
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of the sir: 
for it repenteth me that I have made them r 
L. will please to recollect, that man made himself 
wicked. That God is represented as grieved 
see the wickedness of man, which was very oy 
God was not grieved at the virtues, or happii ess of 
man. If God was pleased with sin, he woul), 
unquestionably, be pleased with misery, its conse. 
quence. But, God be praised, he is unchangenbj, 
He always did, and always will, speaking iy 
manner compatible with human conception, hate 
sin, and be grieved to see the suffering of his igno. 
rant, deceived offspring. ‘Therefore, he has sai, 
“ O death, I will be thy plagues : O grave, (Scheo/, 
hell,) L will be thy destruction.” We read, « The 
Lord said, I will destroy man,” &c. How? Ans 
“From off the face of the earth.” What for’ 
Ans. “ Because his wickedness,” and consequent 
misery, “is great.” Therefore, God, who “is 
good,” because “his mercy endureth for ever, 
repented. How? Ans. He remained the unchanw- 
able God of mercy, goodness, and love ; and when 
man was so wicked that his continuance on the 
earth perpetuated his misery, God turned from 
his former conduct of preserving man upon the 
earth, and destroyed man, or removed him to 
another mode of existence. 

We ask, if the affectionate earthly parent 
changes, when he repents, or turns from his usual 
treatment to his child, and chastises him, in ange 
(disapprobation) for bis conduct, and does it in 
love for the chastised? No! If he did not cha: 
ten the wandering child, he would no longer be 
the good father, but would change indeed! Doe: 
it appear from this, that the infinity of God is in 
danger ? or, that he could not foresee the evil 0! 
his works ? It would indeed be absurd, if man 
had been regarded by God with disapprobation, 
before he sinned or deserved it. Are we to sup- 
pose that God is like a spoiled child, who builds a 
cob-house, and disappointed, in consequence of 
ignorance in its calculations, and not being 
pleased with the work when done, in a pet, dt 
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polishes the labour of its hands ? No! God made 
gan, and pronounced him good !! : It was when 
gan made himself miserable, that God, true to his 
rpqevolent purpese, conducted toward his chang- 
ture according to the circumstances of 
change; but, always, in love and mercy. 
rhe case of Nineveh is full in point. The Nin- 
wes repented. They turned from their evil 
sourses. God, therefore, continued the same. He 
snot destroy them from off the earth, because 
on, by their change, made it unnecessary. God 
3 sented of the evil, or destruction, intended.— 
why this? Ans. Because the people did not, by 
their conduct, require it. God, therefore, turned 
away from the evil. But he remained the same 
at and merciful God. See Ezek. xviii. 25 to 
os, “Vet ye say, The way of the Lord is not 
sual. Hear now, O house of Israel; Is not my 
on equal? are not your ways unequal? When 

» righteous man turneth away from his righteous- 

ness, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them ; 

for his iniquity that he hath done shall he die. 

(vain, when the wicked man turneth away from 

his wickedness that he hath committed, and doeth 

that which is lawful and right, he shall save his| 
soulalive. Because he considereth, and turneth 
away from all his transgressions that he hath com- 
mitted, he shall surely live, and shall not die.” 

4. L. quotes, “ And Cain went out from the 
presence of the Lord,” &c. The Scriptures speak 
of man’s forsaking and forgetting God. Of sin 
eparating between man and God, &c. We see 
no difficulty in supposing Cain to be in God's pre- 
sence, and, in a qualified sense, out of it at the 
same time. All things are present. to God ; but 
God is not present to all things. Mankind, many 
of them, conduct as though they never were, nor 
ever would be, in the presence of God, And we 
fear, that too many never want to be! 

\. L.'s question, “ Who was Cain's wife *” is 
rather novel. Jt is our opinion that she was 
Adam's and Eve’s daughter! See Gen. v. 4. 

—_—E 
For tHe Gosrpet Herarp. 

During the solemn interval which precedes the 
removal of acorpse, when every mind feels more 
or less solemnized by the association which death 
imposes, nothing can warrant the introduction of 
frivolous conversation, or palliate the formal or 
cold discussions of graver subjects ;—it is no time 
to offer political or theological questions, when 
grief causes silence, and death challenges our sym- 
pathy. 

The above reflections were excited by the con- 
duct of a would-be Doctor of Divinity, who sought 
to render himself conspicuous, at a late funeral, 
by obtruding his peculiar dogmas upon a company 
of women who had assembled to pay a debt due 
adeparied friend. Mr. C ——x, after introducing 
himself to the company, made some inquiries res- 
pecting the deceased, and then commented upon 
the general doctrines professed by the church to 


ed crea 


’ 


which she had been attached ; winding up with 
an allusion to the doctrine of a secret and revealed 
will. 

A female present, who could not aceord with 
his sentiments, modestly asked him, “ If God had 
a secret will, how came it to be revealed ?” The 
Doctor immediately grasped his stick more firm- 
ly, and smartly answered, “ Madam, I do not 
know you, your name, or principle, but am always 
happy to give an inquirer satisfaction.” He then 
talked earnestly for some minutes: whether he 
intended his remarks to answer the question, or 
not, is best known to himself. His hearers could 
attach neither ingenuity nor reason to his vapid 
comment. The lady observed, apparently fa- 
tigued with the conversation, that Calvinism was 
irreconcilable with her view of things, but that 
good men might hold such opinions. She closed 
her remarks, by observing, that she believed there 
were some good among all denominations. He 
replied, he was far from such a belief; ayered 
that no man could be a Christian without being a 
Calvinist : although he admitted there might be 
some good Methodists, Episcopalians, and Bap- 
tists. He then declared his belief that there was 
not, nor could not be, a good Socinian nor Univer- 
salist. 

What the Doctor’s motive was, in thus hurling 
death and destruction in the hearing of an afflict- 
ed family, he did not avow, but it may be guessed 
at. This is the identical man, alluded to by your 
correspondent Knox, who was rejected by a Cal- 
vinistic missionary society, as an unfit instru- 
ment to convey orthodox instruction to the heath- 
en. He himself was attainted, and, to the sati® 
faction of the Society, proved guilty of rejecting 
ancient Calvinism, without which, according to 
his own averment, he could not have been a 
Christian. 

In order to reconcile his own declarations, 
which seem inconsistent, it is necessary to remem- 
ber, he was educated in a quibbling school, where 
mental reservation was allowable! WUence, his 
charity covers all Arminians who recognize his 
system of ethics, which enables them to show fio 
faces without wounding their morality. 

If such men as these are to have Rev. Dr. ap- 
pended to their names, and are permitted to pass 
for Christian ministers, by virtue of their super- 
scription, we may expect an increase of counter 
feit character, and a flood of convertible opinions, 
which will supplant that stern integrity Calvinists 


originally possessed. BAXTER. 
— 


“ Charity believeth all things, hopeth all things.” 
Reader, do you believe ‘ all men will be saved, 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth?” If 
so, you can hope that it will be so; for charity 
(love,) will incline you to desire the happiness of 
all. But, if you believe a great or any part of 
mankind wi!l be endlessly miserable, we ask you, 





Do you hope they will be endlessly miserable ? If 





336 


you do, please to answer, Is it charity (fove,) 


which induces you to hope they will be endlessly. 


miserable ? If it is not charity, (and we think it is 
not, unless the Devil is charitable !) then we tell 
you, that your faith is an abominable faith, and 
you cannot hope for its accomplishment, without 
betraying a want of charity, (love,) which will 
degrade you to a level, at least, with the Devil 
himself! 

Reader, this is plain language; you cannot 
help understanding it; therefore, ponder these 
things. 

—<=— 
“ O that I could save but o+x poor soul !” 

How often is the above ejaculated, and man- 
kind deceived with shallow pretences. One word 
to poor souls, and fwo eyes intent and steady, as 
the needle to the pole, upon the salary, furnish 
the wardrobe of too many clergymen’s minds, 
and leave the hearers the only alternative of wish- 
ing tofee their Maker, and ensure his good will, 
in conjunction with their minister's. 

Reader, suppose two thousand persons were to 
meet weekly, for the purpose of destroying the 
salaries of the sinecure clergymen in this city ; 
what think ye, would they remain inactive to a 
man ? or would they not beat to arms—sound the 
tocsin, and energetically aud assiduously defend 
their money ? 

Poor souls, sinking into hell, and burning for 
ever, is the song that is invariably sung, whenever 
the purse-strings are to be fingered! Poor souls, 
destroyed in hell-fire eternally, in consequence of 
the prevalence of the “ damnable heresy of Uni- 
versal Salvation,’ (as our soul-keepers call it,) and 
the Saloon, in Wasmtncron Hatt, (Broadway,) 
crowded every Monday evening with two thou- 
sand adult persons, of all religious sects, listening 
to the discussions, and hearing this (supposed) 
soul-destroying doctrine advocated, while scores 
of tilled, soul-loving, money-feed, clergymen, are 
lolling in their casy chairs, within one mile of this 
centre of heretic dissemination, and all of the 9 
professing their concerg for poor, poor souls, 
(money!) and declaring, that they are “ willing 
to spend and be spent to save only one soul.” 
Reader, all this, and not a man of them can mus- 
ter courage or zeal enoughto show his head, or 
lift his voice in defence of the thousands whom 
they pretend are going down to endless perdition ! 

Shame on such shepherds, say we, who leave 
their sheep to the wolves, and, instead of defend- 
ing, devour their own flocks ! 

-- 
For tue Gosprt Herarp. 

Truth is in labour! I burst the shell of igno- 
rance, that aggregate knowledge may soar a Pha- 
nix !—for heaven and earth is on fire. Moses is 
the priest of nature ; whose all, is a book of types, 
referring to the mental 4dam, and his posterity. 
Christ is the priest of revelation, the prototypes, 
whieb relate to Lve, the mother, and her offspring 
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of ereated minds. The books, or Witnesses 
opened, the Logos, or Reason of the Great Spirit 
(grand secret, or lost Word,) is found to lift the 
veil from all eyes, and display the book of life 
much asthe new mirror-curtain of Drury “a 
Theatre. (For the world’s a stage.) Thus Bride 
meets Bridegroom, as Jew embraces Gentile 
Vanish both priesthoods before the King of Gio. 
ry! From Nature, when asleep to the Epy, 
tians, a robe of light like night's queen, Was te 

ken, and Revelation born. The serpent, seij-\oy, 

(opposed to social,) tempted the loss of a Theo. 

cracy by forbidden avarice, and then nature and 

revelation hid their naked beauty with the vei) 01 

darkness to this day : and the lodge is shut again: 

Eve's posterity, from the building of the tem») 

until a theocracy revives, and the kingdoms « 

come those of our Lord and his Christ. 4 y), 

spirit, (Cain,) taking after his father, Nature, sey 

peaceful bel, the image of his mother. Ip dye 

time, Abraham begat Ishmael, of Mount Singj, 
and Isaac, of Jerusalem above, that is, unyeile; 
nature and revelation. Hence the scales fall {roy 

king Saul’s (bell) eyes, and he dies on Gilhos 

or revolution of inquiry, (see Concordance, 
kicking no longer against the spikes of a theocrs. 

cy ; for Endor’s witch, clad in oaths of Illuming 

ti, revives, very unexpectedly, good old Samue! 

Mark, Saul the first king includes the last also 

Bats reverse nature ; are alive in darkness, and 
dead in light. The slow procession of the silver 
and gilt double crown in the Jews’ Synagogues, re. 
fers to the march of Nature, and her partuer, Rey- 
elation. 

Revelation is a veiled mirror in the yet unio. 
ished temple of the human souls, or combined 
intellect—When perfected, lift the curtain: and 
lo ! all nature's counterpart. E. P. PAGE 

Note —Our friend Page must excuse us from 
complying with any request, in future, for the in 
sertion of communications written in the peculia 
style, and using the strange phraseology of the 
above. The reader, it is presumed, will be satis 
fied with what has already been published ; and 
place to the score of variety, what he cannot aff 
ance with reason. Ep 


tuus 


i 
Look out for your Sacartss ! 

A clergyman recently exhorted his flock ts 
beware of Forums; and not to frequent public 
meetings, &c. &c. &c. Which, being interpreted 
reads thus—My hearers, so long as I can persuade 
you to shut your eyes, and swallow, withov! 
tasting, every thing that comes from my mou!’ 
30 long I shall be a spiritual Vabob! So long my 
salary will come abundantly and directly ino my 
pocket ! 
[SESE 
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